THLODOSTIA URRK

ONCE FIRST LADY OF SOUTH CAROLILA

Large oaks covered with moss drapinz alvogt uve bhig

zround and flat rice fizlids of the o0ld Soutu ure bHut o eu

o tha low-country scenes which surrourxisd the "Oaks™,
plantation home of Theodosia Burr Alston nocar GeorItsbowrn,
where she lived for twelve years as the wile of Joseph
Alston and as a bhelle in pro-inent South Carolina Social
circles,

Hder short, but happy, ~arried 1life -z gpent in sonbtn
Carolina where her hushand was a wealthy nlanicr aid SOVGP””i,M
of the Stato during the war of 1512. iler svtay at tho uais
was not static, for she was contlnually teavelinr, sexiing
a cli~wate which would help ner restors her dsllicnmfhe aealtn.

Frequest visits were —~ade to seo ner Jaous al ey,

Aaron Burr, whom some aistorians preier Lo ¢\ ‘ncoundroli’,

Ryt Theodosla did not consider aim as suci, To ey 1w uas
gurnarior to 21l other ~en. 8She was ever nlind Lo 2ls Jeolle
tles, frortunately for Rurr, and gave ni~ —ueh "woninas:
causo to be a nroud fatasr,

After he had basen shanved Iro~ tas counrtyy inte  orosoan
exilz, following the Ma-l1ltan duel, she wrote hi , Ylow anposr
10 me « « ~ = 80 elevated above obher wen; I conte - alaws you
with such strange ~ixturs ol hu-ility, ad-iration, reviosuca,

Tyoe oy
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love and pride, that verrs litttle superstising o
to ~uke ma worsilp you a3 » superior belng - - - 7 ad wabher

not live thasn not be the daughter of suech o amn,
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Tig prolific corresvondence of Tusodosia and Lure
began wien "Theo" was about 10 years old slnce Jwrr's politi-
fcal 1ife often kept i ro~ ho-e, Theodesinlc ~othsr was
Theodosia Prevoat, the widow ol a lormer Iritich olficer,
She and Rurr wers warried in 1782 and Theo wea born the fol-
lowing year in Vew Yoric.

Theodosla's educabional tr&ining began early, under
Burr's guidance, of course, She was privatel} tutored in
French, music and dancing as all the young ladies oi ner day
were, but her education did not stop therc, Belng a rerder
of the intelligentsia, FTurr was deblsrnined to —ake iy olle
spring one 2s well., In this we ~ust agres that Durr ;reatly
zucceedcd, lor Theodosia was one of the most loarned woman

ol her day. One historian has hestowed uyon her the title,

-

"the first gentlewoman o her iirme."

Theo at apge nine was writing to her father in Irenc ..
She was also tutored in 'nfhewatics, Latin, Grosl, orean
and Inglish cowposition. Turr 2nce wrote to his 1l le eoucerne
ing Theodozia, "But I yet ‘ope by her to convinee the vurld
that neither sex appears to believs - that wowen have souls.”

™eo's letters to her Uather were corrected by Li . 6
criticized them as to lensth and contsnt, and scolded lwer

IR

for unanswered questions »nd late renlics. LJhe worked hwmrd to

please him. "I really think, =~y dear Theo," he wrote 4w wer
when she was age ten. "that you will Ye very soon hayoad 11l
verbal criticism, and that =my whole attentlon will be presently

directed to the Improvement of your style."
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Jer study hours were deter~inad by Turr wic was aone
toc hesitant in inecreasing the~ as ti-s prograised, Thather

Theodosia, the ohild prodizr, zver played LHhe uswal chllirent's

ga~es or ever got her little lfzce Airty lro> onlarin with
rud piles is questionable.

When Theo was 1l years old her =~other dled. Ths loss

took Theodosia'a social educatlion, teaching her the nicotles
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of society and how to be a lady. At this he also &ld we

With her large, flashing black eyes, dlark halr, ai.m
forehoad, and round face, Theo won ~any suibtors. Jone ~
young ~en of provinent New York Cfamilies who npursued
won it though,

'Instead, the Southern mannsris-s and as»sech o' = Foang
gentleran porsuaded Theo to ~nrry “i» hofors 1o 1.4 b
day. On February 2, 1201, Theodosia was -arvicd bo oo .
Alston who wss prominent in 3outh Carolina P>litles. 50 o
cirticlzed the warrlage zc a political move, hHuh bHubth rarrled
for love and remained doeply devoted until aclo
death separated them, Ths [ollowing Marci ' .3 Soulrotn s
Burr Inaugurated as the thinrd vicewpresldeat 5 ias ©.lhed
States,

Josepih was from a pro-laent low-country  aill- ol A11
Saints' parish, Wacca~maw {aear Georgetown).
wealthy rice planter, [founied the single "1" neoael 58 Luc

Alston favily in Southa Carolina. Joseph was tio cousin of

Robert Ffrancis Whithers {1zton, governor o Snoul Javoling

from 1856 - 1858
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Joseph bheceme a evbur o the lower house 7 Jowbh Core
clina in 1802, After an sndsnt dbut success il Jight ior the
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2 governorship, he went into ofllce at the age ol 33,

Had it not beeﬁ Lor Tdward Hooker, a New :ngland gentle-
mun, wie came to Colurbic in 1305 and kept a diary, & dea-
cription c¢f Joseph would not exist. There is ru; porbtrait
of him known to exist,

With an observing eye Hooker watched the 1egislatofs
and recorded his impressions, unknowingly, [for posteritv,
He considered Joseph ons o tie "ableat" and ths most "actlve"
Joseph was a "short man and rather thick" ‘looker notecd., "Or
dark corplexion - with thick, “lack halr and u ‘ep-eidsetle
balr of whiekers." It sec~s that Joseph liltel linvrees srnd
could often be found around éhe Coluvbia stables, weiving
boots, a Jockey-lile Irock,"” and s-olins a “so-wp,"

Lt

alter a long honey=~o~:. Joseph toolr his bride o s prtive

state. Theodosia was now —wrried to ¢ new 11 e nnd Tivive ele
most in another world - Joush Garoline., O4s senzed anrly Lhe
conservative sand skepticol wers of thwse Louthavn pesuic which
nut South Carolins in atrong contrast with ot wr s4otez.  Iu
"South Carolina} she wrotec hwer father, "thepe is i, oibope-
»risze, less pudblic spirit---" "N{his vegrant li’e “atlplcs
me", is an expected statcment o come Irom Yheo wio loved
exciterent and Iflurry. "™ heslth 1s infinitel, Lrproved,”

she wrote Burr from the Ozks, "and I attribute 1t to nothing
but the continual bustle I have been xent *Ln [or Lthe Lharce

weeks past. vhat a charnin: thing o bustile 1s. 0Oh, doar de-
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lightful conlusion. It gives a oirculaticn Lo the Lladd,

RESA "

and activity to the =ind, and a spring to the spiriic.
It was hard for Theo to conditlion hersel? to lier nav
aedviro~ent alter the bustls and glitter of lew Yorik sociszty
but Socuth Carolina hed its socisty &nd glitter sz vell and
éha was soon a %ember ol' ite She went olten te Charlesto:n,
the races, and visited t'weir summer home on Debordisu Island.
She continued to read, increase her knowledge, and en-
gaged & Spanish tutor, Theo did not read tle sentli-ental
novels over waich the laiics swooned, She sxpressed Nor bhe-
liefs to Burr in a letter, "Jovel reuding has, T find” ro%
only the 1ll effect o rendering people roventic, wi.Jel bhanks
to my rather cn earth, I a: long past, dbut the} resally furnish
no occupati&n to the mind. & serios of sventa lollou so eapidly,

and are Interwoven with rcwuris 8o common and spun oub, b ola

o

there 1B nothing to reflect upon,"

Theo's intelligence ‘ade aor no diflerent Jvon any atler
girl her age. She loved pretty Laings and wrote to v Jabliop,
"But you must sond me tho shavle. I shall bDe dowir ab Lae »acues
and want to 2ave the gratification of aigplayin, 1,7

Theo's son, Aaéon Burr Alston, Jas born in 1332, ¢ later
acquired the nickname "Ga- ." After his bHiprth hor Lezltn
continued to decline., Shc rerained under = doch-r's cavs and
continued to travel, tryin: desperately t. repelin er walbh,

Whe wrote to Burr while oa & visit to her hwmshardia

Greenville farm, "Thus, as .ar as healtl, and rlenty, and

confort can go, Greenville uloases - e greatl,,"
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The incrsasing had relabisns betwoen ore wnd o Slton
care Lo a climax in 1%0i when they Zougnt tie duel wiich
took Ha-iltonts 1lile and coucod Nurr to decline as o public
Tigure. Just two years lutcr Burr shared hic fdea of dige
uniting Lhe Western statecs Sro~ the United States with the
wealthy ecxpatriated Irieiran, Harron Blenmnorizssett. Ture
vwas arrested in the spring oi 1807 lor his alléged conspire-
acye Theo was at his side during the Richrond trial, using
her char~ and graclousness =9 influence in his .aver. A0btor
Burr's asqulittal public prensure forced him inic Lurc.can
exile. Thec went to Hew York to bid "im Jurswoll Jor Lhoe
lust time,

Theo's son died of a fever at the ae o. 1o on Juns 30,
1312, She was in 111 heslsh at the bime and W woniinion un
grea%ly agyravabted by her lssse Sure roturucs .o o Uori Spor
exile tiie mext month onlvy vo rrearive the sad 1H2W3e Sy dise
trezssd and sick Theo wrote him "e--wbub btlonu Lz onu e Joy
for ~c; the world ls a bluii:se 1§ hsve lostt Ty L. o il s
gone for ever,"

She was unable to -aat Turr Immediately bocsuse o up
feehle condition, By Deco:bar 33 sas was 4ell cunul o s She
voyaze to Kew York. Joscpi's duties szs cevernor sreuabed .
fro+ saillng with aer. 7Theo sailed Iros Geor eluwi anshor
Decewher 30 on the PATRICY, a pilot-builbt-schoovner, 5wy
with her a new portrait ol herself to replacs Lhe travel-worn

one wilch Burr liad carried 21l sver nurone,  Thod, L oiew,

and the PATRIOT never reac. el lew Yors hevhos gl Wooe goven
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heard of again. This strange disappesarance revains a ~ratery,
Alston wrote to his wife in a frantic stato ol ~ind when
no news of her was réceived after her e~baricmont. "Anot
¥all, and still no letter! - - - - -The state of -; ~ind is dread-
ful- = -« gy God grant me one work {ro- you torcrrow, Adier,
A1l that I have left of heart is yours. %411 -y prayers ars for
your safety and well-being."
There ars many theories of @heodosia's deéth. Soma beolisve
the PATRIOT capsized in a terrible stor— which struck the
Carolina coast a few days after Theo lcft Geovyctown.' Some
sald the shlv was captured by pirates and all on hoard made to
walk the plank. Then too, the ship ~ay have wricked on jaggod
Cave Hatterans coast,
Teodosials death has taken ~any forms o storics and
severallfiction books of her 1life have boon writben, Thoy tend
to make her a heroine of »omance and a Sictltinus charachor
rather than “he real vivacious, elusive end intelligent person
she really was. In her short 1ifs she "ad won 2 nave for hop-
self, a name which would live with history, Ghe had reachod
her father's intellectual .'vals and have lived an Lo her
farilies standards and expsctations. Theo waz She creat orande
daugnter of Jonathan Edwards, the ardent ew meyland thoologlan.
When all hope was gone rfor Theo beins alive, doacoh wrote
his father-in-law, "™y bos - my wife- gone, bothil This, then,

is the end of all the hopes we had for—ed."
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Jogsapnh dled less than vthree years al'ter heo, & wvayy
soung and broken-hsarted —an. e vag buriszd next te als son
on thao Qaks plantation which is In Drocitgresn Gardena taday.

A-onyr Theo's few bhslongings, which were lelt behlnd,
was a letbter to Joseph wiich he unevee read, written during
an 11lness which she thought she was dying. "IZ 1t doos not
appear contrary or silly," she requested, "I beg to bo kopt
a3 long as possible belfoirc I am consigned to the eufth---."
unaware that sne was to nhave a watery sravs,

Lazt nonth »arked 139 rears since Thgo salled rrom George-
town and sald good-bye to Joseph, but there sre Iew neovlle In
South Carolina who do no* unow of the sad deabth ol thae pretty
29 wear 0ld adonted Sout!: Carolinian wno wWwus once Jirst lady

Te

of her husbhand'!s native state,



